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VIRTUTECH SIMICS ENABLES MONTAVISTA TO REINVENT PRE-SALES 
PROCESS WITH ‘MONTAVISTA® TESTDRIVE’ VIRTUAL PRODUCT 

EVALUATION SERVICE  
  
Linux® vendor deploys hosted web-based fast virtual board farm to support product tryouts in a 

cost-effective and scalable way. 
 

Virtualization brings same disruptive potential to traditional embedded systems industry as it has 
to IT and data centers. 

 
Santa Clara, Calif.—MontaVista Vision 2007 Embedded Linux Developers Conference—

October 9, 2007—Virtutech, Inc., the leading provider of virtualized software development 

solutions for electronic systems, today announced that MontaVista Software, Inc., the leading 

provider of Linux® for intelligent devices and communications infrastructure, is deploying 

Virtutech Simics under the hood of its new MontaVista® TestDrive Web-based product 

evaluation service. Virtutech Simics provides the underlying virtual target board farm and 

advanced debug and control console that will enable MontaVista TestDrive users to evaluate the 

MontaVista product line on the *real* processor architecture, hassle-free, without having to 

install anything, and without compromising functionality. 

 

“By working closely with Virtutech, we are giving our customers an advanced full-system 

simulation that lets them test drive new MontaVista Linux products without the effort and 

expense of acquiring set-up hardware or software,” said Joerg Bertholdt, director of marketing, 

embedded platforms, MontaVista Software. “MontaVista TestDrive customers will be able to 

evaluate our software on the processor architecture of their choice. By offering this service to our 

existing and potential customers, we enable them to accelerate the vendor selection period in their 

projects and get their products to market more quickly.” 
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Traditionally, vendors have either provided paper evaluation or real evaluation with a CD or 

software download, or CMP TechOnline, as a service that is built with real hardware and boards 

in a real board farm. However, neither approach scales, and they also require both software 

installation and hardware set-up. By reinventing its pre-sales process as a virtual software 

test service, MontaVista is pioneering new ground as the first virtualized Linux-based 

product evaluation for embedded Linux developers. 

 

“Although virtualized software development has been gaining traction with OEMs, system 

architects and engineers for some time, it also is beginning to resonate with the product managers 

and other line of business executives as they realize that it can deliver a significant competitive 

advantage,” said Michel Genard, vice president of marketing, Virtutech. “The MontaVista 

TestDrive evaluation service is a prime example of an innovative application of virtualization in 

the embedded space that gives MontaVista users a critical time-to-access of prime technology 

advantage. Just as virtualization has proven to be disruptive in the IT and data center industries, it 

has the same potential to influence the embedded systems space.” 

 

About Virtutech 

Virtutech, Inc. is the leading provider of virtualized software development solutions. Virtutech 

flagship solution Simics models electronic systems with high performance and fidelity, providing 

a programmer-friendly environment throughout the product development lifecycle. Simics 

eliminates software developers’ dependence on hardware and drives concurrent hardware and 

software development, enabling its customers to optimize productivity, experience lower capital 

expenditure, accelerate time to market, improve the quality of the released product and reduce 

project risk. Virtutech serves the needs of the world’s leading OEMs in the high-performance 

computing, aerospace and defense, telecommunications, and networking industries. Their 

customers include Cisco, Honeywell, IBM and Smiths Aerospace. Virtutech is headquartered in 

San Jose, Calif. For more information, visit www.virtutech.com. 

 
Linux is a registered trademark of Linus Torvalds. MontaVista is a registered trademark of 
MontaVista Software, Inc. All other names mentioned are trademarks, registered trademarks or 
service marks of their respective owners. 
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